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The Department of Languages, Mercy College, Palakkad, organized a one-day seminar on 3rd November 2025
as part of the Kerala Piravi celebrations to honor the rich linguistic and cultural heritage of Kerala. The seminar,
centered around the theme “Bhashayum Bhavanayum” (Language and Creative Imagination), focused on
exploring the intimate connection between the Malayalam language and the creative consciousness of its
speakers. The program was inaugurated by Dr. Sr. Lovely N.M., Principal, Mercy College, who in her address
highlighted the significance of Kerala Piravi as a reminder of the state’s unity in diversity and the need to
preserve linguistic identity in the age of globalization.

The keynote address was delivered by Smt. Sreeja Naduvam, a noted poet, critic, writer, and speaker, who
eloquently discussed the role of language as a living medium that shapes human imagination and creativity. She
reflected on how Malayalam literature, poetry, and everyday expression embody the emotional and cultural
essence of Kerala. Through thought-provoking examples from Malayalam literature, she illustrated how creative
imagination (bhavana) enriches linguistic expression and strengthens cultural identity.

The session inspired students to reflect on the relationship between language and thought, encouraging them to
take pride in their mother tongue while using it as a medium of creative exploration. The seminar concluded with
an engaging discussion, where students and faculty shared their perspectives on the evolving role of Malayalam
in modern society. Overall, the program served as a meaningful tribute to Kerala's linguistic heritage and
emphasized the continuing relevance of Malayalam as a language of imagination, culture, and identity.
Objectives of the Program

To explore the theme “Bhashayum Bhavanayum” by examining the relationship between language and creative
imagination,To enhance students’ understanding of how Malayalam shapes cultural identity, emotional
expression, and literary creativity,To provide students with an opportunity to engage with experts, enriching
their perspectives on the contemporary relevance of Malayalam,To encourage students to reflect on their own
linguistic identity and appreciate the value of their mother tongue.

Outcomes of the Program

Students gained deeper insight into the dynamic connection between Malayalam language and creative
imagination.The keynote session broadened students’ understanding of Malayalam literature, cultural identity,
and linguistic expression.Participants developed greater appreciation and pride in their mother tongue and its
cultural significance.The interactive discussion encouraged critical thinking and active engagement among
students and faculty.The seminar strengthened awareness about the relevance of Malayalam in contemporary
society, especially in the context of globalization.Overall, the program successfully fostered linguistic sensitivity,
cultural pride, and academic curiosity among the participants.
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